elsewhere that addressing the underlying causes of persisting high rates of scabies (eg, overcrowding, socioeconomic disadvantage, poor sanitation facilities 5 ) will effect a broader improvement in health as well as assist in control of scabies. ma 4 and uterine carcinoma, 5 which suggests that these therapies might cause AL. In addition, the period from the preceding illness to the development of AL varies. The present study investigates the relationship between therapy and the onset of AL.
Methods. Seventy-three cases of AL in Japan were investigated. The mean latent period before the appearance of AL was statistically assessed using the Welch t test in relevance to therapies the patients underwent: surgery, irradiation, or both. We also examined the relationship of lymph node dissection (LND) to the development of AL.
Results. The male to female ratio among our patients was 23:50. The mean (SD) age was 55.6 (20.2) years, and about 60% of patients were older than 60 years. The most frequent site of AL was the external genitalia (71%). In 46 cases of 67 (69%), the preceding disease was a malignant neoplasm, usually uterine carcinoma (80%).
In 44 cases, the most frequent preceding therapy was a combination of surgery and irradiation (77%), followed by surgery alone (18%) and irradiation alone (5%). The mean (SD) interval from completion of therapy to the development of AL was shorter after combination therapy (10.3 [5.8] Comment. More aggressive combination therapy can induce AL earlier than treatment with a single entity. Our study population was small, especially the number of patients treated with only irradiation, so further study in a larger population is needed. Combination therapy with both surgery (including LND) and irradiation shortens the interval to the appearance of AL. These results indicate that patients who undergo LND should receive careful follow-up for several years.
Correspondence: Dr Chiyomaru, Division of Dermatology, Department of Internal Related [sic], Kobe University Graduate School of Medicine, 7-5-2 Kusunoki-cho, Chuo-ku, Kobe 650-0017, Japan (079m855m@stu.kobe-u .ac.jp). Author Contributions: Dr Chiyomaru had full access to all of the data in the study and takes responsibility for the integrity of the data and the accuracy of the data analysis. ) Among dermatologists, the actual description is often much more lucid. For example, why not say that 10% of the body surface was involved with GSS? Among our oncology colleagues, it is not unusual to speak in TNMese simply because they are uncomfortable with our terms macule, papule, patch, plaque, and tumor. But among dermatologists and in a dermatology journal, precision and perfection should be our goals. We do not need to drop into this shorthand, and we should not extend it with the belief that it should apply to all cutaneous lymphomas. Abbreviation: LND, lymph node dissection. a Mean latent periods for the appearance of acquired lymphangiectasia were statistically assessed using the Welch t test. The latent period in patients who were treated with LND was significantly shorter than that in patients who were not treated with LND among the group in which combination therapy (surgery and irradiation) was performed.
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